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Q1. [bookmark: _GoBack]What are some of the reason’s grandparents raise their grandchildren?
Some grandparents take up the mantle of raising their grandchildren when it becomes an impossible task to the biological parents or in the case that they are absent. Some parents may be absent due to death or jail, which leaves the parents siblings or parents the job to raise the children within the family. The task of raising a child may become an impossible one if the parent(s) are suffering from Drug and substance abuse, mental disorders, unemployment health problems or if the parents underwent an ugly divorce. In some cases, the parent(s) go through a rough patch of life and the grandparent assumes the task of the primary caregiver but even after the rough patch is done, the parent leaves the child under the custody of the grandparent long after they have had other children and raised them ("Episode 5: "Grandparents Raising Grandchildren"," 2014). Mic says her ex’s daughter went through tough times and left her daughter under Mic and had another child but whom she raised but never came back for her first child.
Q2. Why do you think so many grandparents feel responsible for raising their grandchildren?
Children who can’t be raised by their parents can’t help feeling traumatized and in few instances they also feel neglected. They may have also undergone abuse from parents. Such children may have a sensation to run away and the grandparents intervene so as to keep them out of foster care and give them the best care they can so that the children can feel safe. Some grandparents also feel that the shortcomings of their children are partially their fault and compensate for the error by taking the children of their children under their own care and protection in attempt to fix the mistake they assume they made ("Episode 5: "Grandparents Raising Grandchildren"," 2014). Some grandparents always hope and pray that the children’s parents may one day come and do the right thing by their child and are scared of the probability that that might be their responsible for the rest of their life as seen by the first grandparent couple in the context. 
Q3. In what ways does the grandparent raising a grandchild impact the grandparent’s social and emotional development?
	According to Erik Erikson, a person enters a new age of senior adulthood at the age of 65 where he/she is reflective of the achievements in their life and the failures. He terms this age as the Ego Integrity vs Despair stage. This is the eighth stage of psychosocial development. At such a stage for custodial grandparents, inadequate social support may lead to social isolation, depression and in other times lowered self-esteem. Grandparent caregivers at this stage need friends and empathy which serves as great emotional support and in terms of instrumental support, they might need access to childcare, community services, medical cover and many more ("Episode 5: "Grandparents Raising Grandchildren"," 2014). Mic states that even though she is the caregiver for her ex’s grandchild and that she never lacked love, she became a prostitute because she thinks she is damaged because her parents didn’t want her. Emotional support might help avoid the feeling of loneliness, indifference and might help them not to feel invisible in their struggles. This is a major issue since grandparent caregivers already feel isolated due to the demands brought about by parenting.
Q4. What are some of the ways the society can support the grandparents raising their grandchildren?
	Ulrich Que states that there is a grant program for non-parents caregivers and all that is needed to qualify is the child needs to be under the age of 18 and be enrolled full time at a school and you qualify for 400 dollars per month per child. Mic also shows that there are foundations that specifically look out for senior citizens who acts as custodians. There are also programs and groups that can help grandparent caregivers. Institutions like schools, community centers, local colleges and universities, county extension offices and children services are a great place to find these programs and supports. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/0360127930190802
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